
Wanborough Parish Council 
NEWSLETTER 

Swindon Borough Council’s  

Low Carbon, Local Development Order (LDO) Consultation - Ends 2nd 

April 2015 

Swindon Borough Council’s aim by 2020 is to secure 15% of its energy supply from renewable and low carbon 

sources.  In order to reach this aim Swindon Borough Council have recently made a request to landowners for 

sites across the Borough for Solar Arrays and Solar Farms.  29 sites have been put forward to Swindon Borough 

Council to consider, their objectives are as follows:- 

Objective 1 - To support the installation of solar arrays at suitable sites in the Borough by providing certainty 

over the issuing of planning permission for new solar development at pre-determined locations 

Objective 2—To ensure that development allowed by the LDO does not give rise to an adverse impact on local 

residents or on the local environment. 

Out of the 29 sites that Swindon Borough Council are currently considering three of the sites are within Wan-

borough Parish 

1. Land at Horpit/High Street crossroads 

2. A419 PV noise barrier 

3. Land at Inlands Farm, Lower Wanborough 

Contained within this newsletter are details of all three sites, along with a map showing the exact location of 

each site.   

The consultation period on all three sites ends on 2nd April 2015.   

This is your only chance to send comments  to Swindon Borough Council as to whether you are in favour or 

against the proposed sites. It is therefore important that you act now.  Once a site has been agreed by Swin-

don Borough Council there will be no further opportunities  to raise your comments. 

To submit your comments you can either e-mail them to David Dewart at the following e-mail address:- 

ddewart@swindon.gov.uk 

Or in writing to:- 

The Planning Service 

Swindon Borough Council 

Wat Tyler House 

Beckhampton Street 

SN1 2JH 
 

By 2nd April 2015 
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Parish Council Website - www.wanborough.info 

Site at Horpit/High Street crossroads , Land outlined in red on the map has been put forward for 

a Solar Farm. 
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A419 PV Noise Barrier - The PV Noise barrier is shown on the A419 in red, the section that is within 

the Parish is from the bridge to Covingham along towards the Commonhead roundabout.  There are 

other sections on the A419 that have also been put forward but these are not with in the Parish. 
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Inlands Farm—Land shown on the map outlined in red.  This land has been put forward for a Solar 

Farm. 
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Information on Solar Panel Sites 

Inlands Farm -  Total area 85 acres 

At the Parish Council meeting on 23rd February, representatives from Green Hedge Renewables put forward 

their proposals for the site.  This presentation is available to view on Parish Council’s website 

www.wanborough.info  

The main points from the meeting are as follows:- 

1. In order to make the site financially viable, they plan to install solar panels on the whole area marked on 

the map which goes right up to the edge of Upper Wanborough.  

2. The footpaths that currently go across the site will be preserved, however they will have to be fenced in. 

3. The solar panels will be installed for a period of 25 years, after this time they will be removed and the 

fields will revert back to agricultural use, they will not become brownfield sites. 

4. The solar panels are designed to absorb light and not to produce glare. 

5. They have offered to provide a financial incentive of either £12,000 per year or £120,000 lump sum pay-

ment to be spent within the local community. 

POINTS TO CONSIDER: 

1) The Solar Farm will have a significant detrimental impact on the setting of Upper Wanborough and will 

visually blight the Conservation area as it extends so far up Pack Hill. It also has a visual effect on the 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) of which Pack Hill forms the boundary. 

2) The routes of the proposed relief road (Southern Connector Road), Wilts & Berks Canal and a major 

Thames Water pipeline all run through the lower South West section of the site and in it’s current form 

the solar farm would stop these key infrastructure items which would have benefited the village.  

3) The money being offered to the community is small compared to what is offered elsewhere. 

4) Flood risk, ‘glint & glare’ and possible noise from transformer stations on site will not be considered 

until AFTER the consent for the Local Development Order is granted—so too late to change it. The land 

owner has not responded to previous attempts to discuss flooding from their land. 

5) If the applicants were to change the amount of land being used and offer reassurance on some of the 

other concerns and increase the incentive to the community then a Solar Farm could work on the lower 

part of the site but NOT by allowing consent for the whole site. 

6) Development of the Solar Farm would prevent other development of the land although none of this 

land was considered for any type of development within the Local Plan to 2026. 

A419 PV Noise Barrier 

Swindon Borough Council are proposing to install solar sound barriers along the edge of the A419.  The sale of 

the electricity generated from the solar panels could cover the cost of building and maintaining the sound barri-

er.  This has not been implemented anywhere else in the country, however there are examples in other coun-

tries.  The Highways Agency have agreed in principle to this idea subject to a feasibility study. 

A possible negative aspect is that in some circumstances they can reflect noise so it is possible that noise lev-

els from the A419 could be increased. 



Solar site at corner of Horpit/High Street: 

At the moment Parish Council have not received any further information about this site from the Landowner.  

No community benefit is being offered and the site is on the edge of the Lower Wanborough Conservation Area 

at the entrance to the village. There is no reason for the community to support this application so close to the 

village. 

 

Things to consider when making your comments to Swindon Borough Council 

The applicants of the Inlands Farm site could offer no reassurance about how their site would affect the relief 

road, canal etc and appeared vague on how close it was to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Both sites, Inlands Farm and Horpit/High Street are within the “Area of Non Coalescence” within Swindon Borough 

Council’s Local Plan to 2026, the land has also not been allocated for development up to 2026.  Therefore both 

sites are not currently under threat of possible development of housing it would be contrary to current planning 

policy to allow for any developments within these areas.  However the Local Plan will be reviewed in the future so 

we can not give 100% assurance that these areas will never be put forward for housing we can only confirm the 

current situation to 2026. 

The Parish Council is not opposed to the principle of Solar sites in the correct location within the Parish and 

where they do not detract from the village setting. Some of the benefits from their siting should be given to the 

community. 

 

Update on Wanborough Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well. We recently held a meeting for Landowners and Businesses  on 2nd 

February, which was very well attended and this invited those interested in putting forward their proposals for 

consideration for the Neighbourhood Plan, the deadline has now passed and we confirm that we have received 11 

submissions. 

The 11 submissions received will now be considered by the Neighbourhood Plan Committee.  The committee will 

use the consultation feedback gained over the last year and data from previous Parish Plan questionnaire to ana-

lyse whether any of the submissions are suitable for inclusion within the Neighbourhood Plan. The results to the 

recent questionnaire along with all other consultation feedback on the Neighbourhood Plan can be found on the 

website www.wanboroughnp.com 

Over the next few months  the Neighbourhood Plan Committee will be working on the content of the Neighbour-

hood Plan with the aim of producing the first draft  ready for consultation later in 2015.   During consultation resi-

dents will have another opportunity to put forward their comments.   

 

To Keep up to date on the Neighbourhood Plan visit website www.wanboroughnp.com 
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Chairmans’ news: 

FLOODING: 

We continue to hold regular meetings with agencies including Thames Water, Swindon Borough Council and the 

Environment Agency. These discuss items of concern and improvements to alleviate flooding. A significant boost 

was the Swindon Borough Council together with the support of the Environment Agency are about to commence 

work on flood alleviation works to Kite Hill, Rotten Row and High Street at a cost of some £400,000. Work is due 

to commence in April. Our next flood meeting is on March 19th at 10am and takes place at Hooper’s Field Pavil-

ion. 

SWINDON LOCAL PLAN: 

The Government Inspector has approved Swindon’s ‘Local Plan to 2026’ with a few modifications. The plan in-

cludes some 8,000 homes to the North of Wanborough and in his report he concluded that Redlands should be 

included (extract from his report below):  

186.An estimated 30-40 dwellings on the site would make a relatively modest contribution to the total capacity of the new 

community at the NEV to address Swindon’s strategic housing needs and would conform to Government policy, as expressed 

in the Framework, to boost significantly the supply of housing. I therefore consider that the exclusion of Redlands Farm and 

Airfield from the NEV is not justified on soundness grounds.  

We must now wait to see what happens with all of the areas allocated within the plan, as whilst development is supposed to 

take place commencing in the North around the A420/South Marston and Sainsburys then eventually around 2021-2026 

around Foxbridge Lotmead/Redlands it is inevitable that applications will be made sooner for these other sites.  

The critical thing from our view is that the infrastructure must be in place before thousands of homes are built and we will 

continue to keep pressure on Swindon Borough Council to deliver on these promises. 

As with all such matters we will keep residents updated by newsletters but we can communicate much faster by using the 

Parish Council website www.wanborough.info and by our Facebook pages. 

Gary Sumner—Chairman 

 

Wanborough Parish Council Annual Assembly   

The Annual Parish Assembly will be held on Monday 11th May 2014 at 7.30pm in Wanborough Village 
Hall.  All residents are welcome to attend.  Officers’ reports from last year’s activities will be given and 
there will be discussion of future projects affecting the parish.   

Parish Council will be inviting a guest speaker to talk about the defibrillators that have been installed in 
the village.  The aim is  to provide information as to what residents should do in an emergency, how to 
use the defibrillators and much more. look out for further details on the Parish website, noticeboards 
and facebook page. 

If you have any questions then this is your chance to ask, so please put the date in your diary and come 
along. 
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Contacts List 

Chairman:  

Gary Sumner  Blenheim, Kite Hill, Wanborough  790814 gary.sumner66@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  

Colin Offer   3 Oakapple Close, SN4 0EW  790524 coloffer@yahoo.co.uk     

Councillors: 

Andrew Bennett  43 Barrington Close, Liden SN3 6HF 271577 andrew_bennett@btinternet.com 

Bob Biggs   Wanborough Herb Nursery, Callas Hill 790327 rrbiggs@binternet.com  

Colin Hayes  1 New Cottage, Foxhill   790037       Colin.Hayes@virgin.net 

David Hayward  1 Yonder Way, SN4 0BX   791830 dave.hayward2@virgin.net  

Darren Kevern  Sharpes Farm Stables, The Marsh    roofingbloke@sky.com 

Roger Whitfield  2 Manor Orchard. SN4 0AL   791820 roger_whitfield@hotmail.com 

Joe Smith   Redlands, Stratton Road, SN4 0AA 791014 sarah@redlandsairfield.co.uk 

Donna Stalker   Honeyfield, The Marsh, SN4 0AR  790790 murryprice@hotmail.co.uk 

Per-Axel Warensjo 2 Slate Meadow, SN4 0BY   07966 438215 peraxel@hotmail.co.uk 

Clerk and RFO: 

Angela Raymond  15 Springlines SN4 0ES   791904 wanboroughpc@btinternet.com  

www.wanborough.info  

for your parish news and other village groups! 

VILLAGE CLEAN UP - SATURDAY 21st March 2015 
 

Once a year we have a Village “Clean Up” where we place a skip at Hooper’s Field and residents are able 
to help remove litter and other broken items from around the Village.  

 

If you would like any further information please contact the Clerk on T: 791904 or e-mail at: wanbor-
oughpc@btinternet.com. 

 

We will be meeting at 9.30am on Saturday 21st March 2015 at Hooper’s Field.  Please come along and 
help make the village a better, cleaner place to live.  

 
 

Your help would be much appreciated. 
 

mailto:wanboroughpc@btinternet.com
mailto:wanboroughpc@btinternet.com

